
A rusty old car pulls up to the Lawrence Public Library polling station. A man jumps out 

of the front seat and rushes to his trunk pulling out a Trump/ Pence sign. He starts to wave it in 

front of a man wearing a sign that reads ‘D takes you forward, R takes you backwards.’ If this 

doesn’t describe the 2016 election then I don’t know what does. 

 

The 2016 presidential election has created a frenzy of politics for Americans everywhere. Even 

here in Lawrence, that was exhibited in the incident that was just described. “I don’t know what 

that was,” said Chip Davis, the Lawrence resident holding up the sign. Directly after the incident, 

Davis claimed that Trump voters have a smaller IQ than Clinton voters. When I asked him why 

he was holding the sign, his response was simple, “Voting is like a driving a car. D takes you 

forward. R takes you backwards.”  

 

Davis has been a citizen in the city of Lawrence for 8 years and believes Lawrence is a much 

different place than other places in Kansas. “ Lawrence is a very progressive community, which 

is nice. I moved to this part of the country and wanted to be in the most forward thinking area.” 

With a population of 90,194, Lawrence is usually a liberal city in the red state of Kansas. Many 

Lawrence residents believe that their city is quite different than other places in Kansas. “Johnson 

County is more conservative because it’s a higher income. A lot of this comes down it to the 

have and have nots. The people like, ‘oh the democrats, well the democrats they want me to tax 

you but you can’t touch my money. Let them take everyone else’s money,” Davis said.  

  



 As Davis holds the sign that was confronted by the Trump supporter, travel 25 miles east 

of Lawrence and the feel of election day is bit different in the city of Lenexa, Kansas. “I just 

hope nobody is too disappointed tomorrow,” says the unnamed man working as a volunteer at 

the door. Surprisingly, the Lenexa polling station just miles outside of Johnson county, has a 

much different feel than the Lawrence incident that occurred earlier. The voters walking in and 

out of the station are much different than what I anticipated. Black americans, asian americans, 

retired americans, are all the different Kansans walking in and out of the both. 

 

“I have lived here my whole life and this election has been one I have never seen.,” the volunteer 

said. He wants Kansas to stay the way it has been because it is a place he truly loves, and as the 

polls began to roll in, he wasn’t wrong. Republicans will retain majorities in the Kansas House 

and Senate. Democrats appear to attain  seats in both chambers after seeing their numbers go 

down in the past six years.  

 

As the presidential election results are still coming from an extremely tight race, one can only 

think of what Davis and the volunteer are thinking. As they gain momentum from the respected 

views, it can only put hope in the heart of millions of Americans. Taking up our right to vote and 

vote for who we want to lead our country. The volunteer also wanted voters to know that just 

because you candidate will not win, tomorrow things will stay the same saying, “Tomorrow the 

sun will rise, the birds will chirp, and people will go on with their lives...In the end we are all 

Americans.”  

 
 
 



 
 
 


